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Abstract:

Introduction: The PhD nursing program is developing in Iran and worldwide, but there are differences
in its implementation. Examining these differences can help improve this educational level. This review
study was conducted in 2025 to compare the PhD nursing program in Iran and other countries.
Method and Materials: This study is a narrative review conducted by searching domestic databases
(SID, Magiran, IranMedex, Irandoc) and international databases (PubMed and Google Scholar) using
keywords including PhD nursing education, curriculum, comparative study, Iran, Developed Countries,
Developing Countries, and educational evaluation up to May 2025 without any time limitation. After
applying inclusion criteria and evaluating studies with a researcher-made 10-item checklist, 18 full-text
articles were included in the study.

Results: Among the 18 selected articles, 1 article was published in English and 17 articles in Persian.
All these articles used Beredy’s model for comparative analysis. Results showed that the PhD nursing
programs in Iran and worldwide are similar in goals, structure, and student-centered approach; however,
in Iran, features such as the absence of specialized tracks, emphasis on article publication and qualitative
research for graduation, admission through entrance exam, lack of defined clinical roles, and focus on
Islamic values were more prominent.

Conclusion: The PhD program in nursing in Iran, while sharing similarities in structure, mission, and
emphasis on research with leading international universities, shows notable differences in areas such as
program philosophy, admission process, curriculum flexibility, research orientation, teaching methods,
and achievement of professional competencies. Although its philosophy—rooted in Islamic values and
local needs—serves as a strength in addressing national priorities, enhancing curriculum flexibility,
improving the assessment of clinical competencies, and achieving greater alignment with international
standards are essential to prepare competent nurses and leaders in the health sector.
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