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Abstract:

Introduction: This study aimed to examine a predictive model of nurses’ ethical decision-making
based on moral intelligence and moral sensitivity, with the mediating role of family life satisfaction.
The importance of ethical decision-making in the nursing profession-particularly when facing complex
situations and occupational pressures-highlights the necessity of exploring individual and family-
related factors influencing this process.

Material and Methods: The statistical population consisted of all married nurses working in hospitals
in Khuzestan Province in 2024, among whom 300 participants were selected through convenience
sampling. Data were collected using questionnaires on moral intelligence, moral sensitivity, family life
satisfaction, and impression management. Data analysis was conducted through structural equation
modeling using SPSS-26 and AMOS-24.

Results: The results indicated that moral intelligence (= 0.37), moral sensitivity (B = 0.69), and family
life satisfaction (B = 0.35) had significant direct effects on ethical decision-making. Furthermore, the
mediating role of family life satisfaction in the relationship between moral intelligence and moral
sensitivity with ethical decision-making was also supported.

Conclusion: The acceptable model fit suggests that strengthening moral components and improving
family life quality can play a crucial role in enhancing nurses’ ethical decision-making.

Keywords: Ethical Decision-Making, Moral Intelligence, Moral Sensitivity, Nurses, Marital
Satisfaction.
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